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base yellowish red, adnate to the base of the pos¬ 
terior perfect stamen of the inner whorl. Ovary 
globose, very small. Style filiform, 0.60.8 cm. 
Stigma minute cup like. Fruit muricate. 

N. B. Sir J. D. Hooker in Botanical Magazine-/.c. 
described and illustrated the .corolla tube as "pube- 
rulous”. But K. Schumann l.c, is silent on this 
point. I did not find it puberulous in Indian or 

Burmese specimens. _ 

Specimens examined : Thanatnakua village, uis- 


trict Howrah. 15.7.1965. R. N. Banerjee 91 ; Indian 
Botanic Garden, Howrah. P. M. Debbarman s.n .; 
Rangoon, 13.8.1879. G. King s.n ; Rangoon, 30.8. 
1932. C. E. Parkinson 14719; Ballygunj, $.7.1920. 
P. Mukerjee 2 ; Martaban, Dr. Stoliezka s.n .; 
Toungoo, Burma, 15 Aug. 1914. A. Rodger 87 ; 
Upper Burma, 21.8.1890. Abdul Huh s.n. 

R. N. Banerjee 

BoianitairSurvcy of India > Howrah 


A HITHERTO UNLOCAUSED ROSTELLULARIA REICHB. (ACANTHACEAE) 


Rostellularia simplex was described by Robert 
Wight (Icon. t. 1542, 1850), but the type material 
was unlocalised as Wight himself states Station not 
known". C. B. Clarke (Flora of British India 4: 
537, 1885) transferred this species to the genus 
fusticia by giving the name /• notha, since in 
Justicia the epithet ‘simplex’ was preoccupied by 
D. Don’s species described in 1825. Clarke was 
certainly doubtful about the occurrence of this plant 
in India, as is evident from his remarks—"India ? ; 

Herb. Wight .Wight gives no locality for 

this; it is a well-characteri'zed plant, and probably 
Malayan”. J. S. Gamble while treating /. notha 
(Flora of the Presidency of Madras 2: 756, 1957 
repr. ed.) also remarked—"Station not known (Wt.). 
Clarke thinks it may be Malayan, but it is not re¬ 
corded by Miquel”.' On reviewing the literature 
and herbarium records, it was noticed that the 
plant was not collected in India or elsewhere since 
its discovery in 1850. 

During floristic studies of Agastyamalai and sur¬ 
rounding regions in Tirunelveli district, Madras 
State, a species of Rostellularia was collected, which 
at first sight differed markedly from the other S. 
Indian Rostellularias. After a critical study, the 
specimens could be matched with Wight, Icon. t. 
1542 —Rostellularia simplex Wt. The identity was 
further confirmed by matching the specimens with 
the only unlocalised type sheet of Rostellularia 
simplex represented in the Kew Herbarium. 

The occurrence of this species at the southern 
end of the W. Ghats proves that it is only an 
Indian plant and allays the doubts expressed by the 
earlier workers. In all probability, Wight too might 
have collected this species in the W. Ghats of, S. 
India. A detailed description of the plant, based 


on plenty of pickled and dried specimens, is given 
below. 

Rostellularia simplex Wt. Icon. t. 1542, 1850 (non 
Justicia simplex D. Don). Justicia notha Clarke 
in FI. Brit. India 4: 537, 1885; Gamble, FI. Pres. 
Madras 2: 756, 1957 (repr. ed.). 

Erect herbs, up to 30 cm tall ; stems simple or 
branched, slender, 4-5-angular, sparsely white-sent- 
lose to glabrate. Leaves 1-3.5 xo.3-0.8 cm, opposite, 
oblong to lanceate, coriaceous, glabrate but marked 
with numerous transverse cystoliths above, white- 
setulose on the nerves beneath, subobtuse at apex, 
obtuse or rounded at base, margins recurved ; petio¬ 
les minute. Flowers in terminal, dense spikes up 
to 6 cm long ; bracts ± 5 x 1.5 mm, lanceate, pecti- 
nately. white-setulose ; bracteoles ±3x1 mm, ob 
long-lanceate, pectinately white-setulose; calyx 
lobes 4, similar to bracteoles; corolla 6-7 mm long, 
pinkish, corolla tube as long as the limb; limb 2- 
lipped, upper ovate-oblong, notched at apex, lower 
3-lobed, lobes imbricate in bud ; stamens 2, filaments 
dilated ; anthers 2-celled, cells more or less separate, 
subequal, lower with a white basal appendage; 
ovary 2-celled, ovules 2 in each cell; style filiform; 
stigma shortly bifid. Capsules 4-5 x ± 2 mm, elliptic- 
oblong, pointed at apex; seeds 4, each ± 1 mm 
across, suborbicular, more or less compressed, 
rugose. 

Wjjght loc. cit. states "The pectinate bristles on 
the bracts and calyx, with the transverse lineoles 
on the leaves,! added to the simple erect habit of the 
plant (Italics mine), mark this as a very distinct 
species". However, plants with simple stems as 
well as profusely branched stems were observed • in 
the same population. 
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The plant occurs occasionally along exposed dry 
grassy slopes at an altitude of about 1000 m. 

Specimens examined: Henry 16408 ; Kuthirai- 
vetti, Tirunelveli Dt., Madras State; 31st,May 1963 
(MH). 
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ANDROGRAPHIS NALLAMALAYANA ELLIS—A NEW SPECIES FROM 
ANDHRA PRADESH, SOUTH INDIA 


Andrographis naliamaiayana Ellis, spec. nov. 

Accedit ad A. beddomei Clarke, sed differt statura 
decumbente herbacea ; inflorescentia et axillari et 
terrninali, calycis segmentis longioribus, tota planta 
fusee viridi vel nigra siccata. 

Holotypus Ellis 25546 A lectus die 29 augusti 
anni 1965 in dist. Kurnool prope Ahobilam in 
regione Andhrica et positus in CAL ; isotypi Ellis 
25546 B-P and paratypi Ellis 16709 A-E and Ellis 
25715 A-J positi in herbario regionis australis Bot. 
Surv, Ind. ad Coimbatore (MH). 


Andrographis naliamaiayana Ellis, spec. nov. 

Allied to Andrographis beddomei Clarke, but 
differs in being a low decumbent herb, having 
both axillary and terminal inflorescences, calyx 
lobes longer, and plants drying dark green or 
black. ‘ r 

Herbs procumbent, glabrous, puberulous in young 
condition, drying black, ± 50 cm long; stems 
radiating from the woody root stock, inconspicu¬ 
ously quadrangular. Leaves opposite, obovate to 
elliptic-ovate or ovate depending on seasons, entire, 



Andrographis naliamaiayana Ellis 

Fiiw. 1-7: 1. Habit sketch. 2. Flower. 8. Corolla split open to show the position and nature of filaments. 4. Anther— 
with a portion of filament. 5, L, S, of flower with corolla remove^. Fruit, 7, An opened fruit, S—seed. 





